West Central School Corporation

1850 S. US 421, P.O. Box 578 Phone 219-567-9161

Francesville, IN 47946 Fax 219-567-9761

“Encourage Every Student Every Day” *Engage *Empower *Educate
WEST CENTRAL SCHOOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Executive Session Immediately following Regular
Session

The Board of Education of the West Central School Corporation met in executive session for the
following reason:

IC 5-14-1.5-6.1 (6): With respect to any individual over whom the governing body has jurisdiction

The following individuals were in attendance during the Executive Session: Jake Tanner, Todd Miller,
Dennis Gutwein, Heather Reese, Darin Gudeman, Jonathan Gutwein, Jeff Lowry and Dr. Cathy Rowe.

Regular Session Thursday, May 7, 2026 7:30PM

The Board of Education of the West Central School Corporation met in a regular session on Thursday,
May 7, 2026 at 7:30PM. The following members were present: Jake Tanner, Todd Miller, Dennis Gutwein,
Heather Reese, and Darin Gudeman. Jonathan Gutwein joined the meeting after Principals reports and
Jeff Lowry arrived after the Francesville Uptown Project Appointed member was approved.

Regular Session also present were: Superintendent Cathy Rowe, West Central Middle/High School
Principal Mike Carlson and Corporation Secretary Erica Kerns.

CALL TO ORDER: Vice President Darin Gudeman called the regular meeting to order.

STUDENT OF THE MONTH: Todd Miller was pleased to present Austin Bathke as the West Central
Elementary School Student of the Month. Jake Tanner was pleased to present Lissiana Conley as the
West Central Middle/High School Student of the Month. Dennis Gutwein was also proud to recognize
Colton Kuiper as attaining a perfect IREAD score as a second grader.

PUBLIC COMMENT: Public comment was offered and none was received.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Todd Miller made a motion to approve the agenda as presented Dennis
Gutwein seconded the motion and the agenda was approved 5-0.

MINUTES: Heather Reese made a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Session on April 2,
2026. Jake Tanner seconded the motion and the minutes were approved 5-0.



REQUISITIONS: Dennis Gutwein made a motion to approve requisitions 26093 through 26128 for the
corporation. Todd Miller seconded the motion and the requisitions were approved 5-0.

CONSENT AGENDA: PERSONNEL REPORT: Jake Tanner made a motion to approve the personnel
report as presented. Darin Gudeman seconded the motion and the personnel report was approved 5-0.

WEST CENTRAL CORPORATION WELLNESS POLICY-FIRST READING: Todd Miller made a motion
to approve the Wellness policy first reading as presented. Jake Tanner seconded the motion and the
policy was considered.

FCCLA NATIONAL CONVENTION TO WASHINGTON DC.Dennis Gutwein made a motion to approve
the FCCLA National Convention trip to Washington DC July 6-11, 2026 as presented. Heather Reese
seconded the motion and the trip was approved 5-0.

LINQ FOOD SERVICE CONTRACT: Jake Tanner made a motion to approve the LINQ food service
contract as presented. Darin Gudeman seconded the motion and the contract was approved 5-0.

WEST CENTRAL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL HANDBOOK: Darin Gudeman made a motion to approve the
West Central Elementary school handbook. Todd Miller seconded the motion and the handbook was
approved 5-0.

WEST CENTRAL MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL HANDBOOK: Jake Tanner made a motion to approve the
West Central Middle/High school handbook with the removal of the Travel Club as noted. Dennis
Gutwein seconded the motion and the handbook was approved 5-0.

WEST CENTRAL SCHOOL CORPORATION 2026-2027 CALENDAR WITH PD DATES:Todd Miller
made a motion to approve the 2026-2027 calendar with PD dates as presented. Heather Reese
seconded the motion and the calendar revision was approved 5-0.

NON-PROFIT BUS RENTAL-MEDARYVILLE NURSERY SCHOOL.: Dennis Gutwein made a motion to
approve the Non-Profit Bus Rental for Medaryville Nursery School for May 1, 2026. Todd Miller
seconded the motion and the rental was approved 5-0.

FRANCESVILLE UPTOWN PROJECT APPOINTED MEMBER: Jake Tanner made a motion to approve
the appointment of Connie Wuethrich to the Francesville Uptown Project as presented. Darin Gudeman
seconded the motion and the appointment was approved 5-0.

2026-2027 STUDENT TRANSFER GUIDELINES: Dennis Gutwein made a motion to approve the setting
of student transfers as presented. Todd Miller seconded the motion and the transfer guidelines were
approved 6-0.

MEDARYVILLE NURSERY SCHOOL LEASE AGREEMENT: Darin Gudeman made a motion to approve
the lease agreement as presented. Jake Tanner seconded the motion and the lease agreement was
approved 6-0.



WEST CENTRAL CHOIR/BAND CONCERT SUNDAY PERFORMANCE MAY 3, 2026: Todd Miller made
a motion to approve the West Central Choir/Band Concert for May 3, 2026 as presented. Darin
Gudeman seconded the motion and the concert was approved 6-0.

DECLARATION OF SURPLUS CHROMEBOOKS: Jake Tanner made a motion to approve the Senior
2026 Chromebooks as surplus and offered to the Seniors for a nominal fee. Heather Reese seconded
the motion and the Chromebooks were declared surplus 6-0.

REDUCTION IN FORCE TO PARTIAL CONTRACT: Dennis Gutwein made a motion to approve the
Reduction in Force to Partial Contract as presented.Todd Miller seconded the motion and the reduction in
force was approved 6-0.

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION:

Mr. Carlson said we were proud to honor 15 seniors at the Academic Banquet. They chose to recognize
an influential adult or teacher that’s supported them. A Career Fair was held for all high school students.
Thirty businesses and organizations were available to answer questions. Mrs. Kennedy and Mrs.
Gerlach organized the afternoon. The Academic Super Bowl teams competed at Logansport earning
three second place finishes and a third. The CCMA students went to Tri-County and participated in a
mock exam. Middle School has completed ILEARN testing. It went very smoothly. Thank you to the
teachers. ILEARN Biology also just finished. Eighth grade and freshmen toured the West Lafayette
Purdue campus. This is part of our plan to get students exposed to a variety of college options by junior
year. Choir and band both competed at ISSMA with choir earning silver and band earning gold.
Unfortunately, we did not earn endorsement for Early College. We met and went over the feedback that
was provided. | have reached out to the director to meet later for clarifications and possible next steps.
A parent meeting was held for juniors and their parents to begin planning for next year and to provide
important information. The early release time was for school safety and reunification plans. We are
finishing benchmark testing, end of year activities, and planning for graduation.

Dr. Rowe commended the West Central School Board on attaining the level of Commendable service
through the ISBA (Indiana School Boards Association). The elementary school held a Talent Show on
May 5th, ILEARN testing took place April 21-28 and on April 24th the staff held an evacuation drill to a
secondary site. April 27th the elementary school held a Literacy night and Book Fair which was well
attended. Next week we will have Body Safety programs and grade visits to the next grade level. We
have had graduating Seniors come on the announcements to talk about their plans after graduation.
Lots of field trips will continue this month as well. Roof work will start at the end of May on the high
school and outbuildings as a result of the February 19th hail storm. We are also paving the entire
campus so this summer will be busy with improvements. Summer school information has been sent out
to the elementary school parents.

PAYROLL AND CLAIMS: Todd Miller made a motion to approve payroll and claims for the corporation.
Darin Gudeman seconded the motion and the payroll and claims were approved 7-0.

ADJOURNMENT: Vice President Darin Gudeman asked the board if there was any further business.
Being none, the vice president adjourned the meeting.



, President

APPROVED:

, Secretary




